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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 and 11-18 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The applicant also argues with respect to claim 8 that no motivation to modify 
Kikinis is stated. The office action clearly states the motivation as "to allow the user to 
verify the transaction." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 7 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kikinis (US 5,929,849). 

5. Regarding claim 7, Kikinis teaches a method of receiving programs, broadcast by 
a broadcasting unit, by a receiving unit of a listener, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving the program information about a program to be broadcast from the broadcast 
unit, relevant information about an object displayed onto the display screen of the 
program which is generated in the broadcasting unit including the advertisement 
information about the advertisement of the object, and sync information for 
synchronizing the program information with the relevant information from said 
broadcasting unit, said sync information including the information about the time at 
which the object is displayed or the frames that contain the object and the information 
about the display position at which the object is displayed; and (See Col. 8 lines 44-67 
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and Col. 9 lines 1-36 Tags are matched with images at certain positions.within a frame); 
storing the received program information, relevant information, and sync information 
(See Col. 9 lines 28-35); and synchronously outputting the program information and 
relevant information in accordance with the stored sync information (See Col. 9 lines 24- 
67 Col. 10 lines 1-5). 

6. Regarding claims 15, claims 15 is an apparatus claims corresponding to method 
claim 7. Thus claim 15 is analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1-6, 11-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kikinis (US 5,929,849) in view of Walker (US 6,131,086). 

8. Regarding claim 1, Kikinis teaches a method of broadcasting programs, executed 
by a broadcasting unit in a broadcasting system, said broadcasting system also 
including at least one receiving unit of a listener, the method comprising the steps of: 
reading program information from a program-information database provided in said 
broadcasting unit and image-analyzing the thus read-out program information (See Fig. 
3B, Step 73 and Col. 10 lines 6-23 MPEG files are read and image analyzed,); extracting 
an object appearing in a program which is to be broadcast so as to generate information 
of the time or frame and display position of the object on a screen (See Fig. 3B Col. 10 
lines 18-55 Position of objects within a frame are identified); generating the relevant 
information about the extracted object (See Col. 8 lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-45); 
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generating sync information to be used for synchronizing the program information with 
the relevant information (See Col. 8 lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-45 Tags are sync 
information); and transmitting the program information, relevant information, and sync 
information to said receiving unit (See Fig. 3A and Col. 9 lines 28-35). Kikinis differs 
from the claimed invention in that Kikinis does not disclose the generation of a table and 
generating relevant information through referencing a table. However, the benefits of 
generating and referencing a table are notoriously well known e.g. quick obtaining 
information. Furthermore, specifically using tables to organize information pertaining to 
an object appearing in a video frame are well known as taught by Walker (See Fig. 6 
Col. 5 lines 10-50). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Kikinis so a table was generated and 
referenced when objects were extracted from the video frame as taught by Walker to 
provide a way to quickly reference information about extracted objects. 

9. Regarding claim 2, Kikinis modified with Walker teaches wherein the sync 
information includes the information about the time at which the object is displayed or 
the frames that contain the object, and the information about the display position at 
which the object is displayed (See Col. 8 lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-45). 

10. Regarding claim 3, Kikinis modified with Walker teaches wherein the relevant 
information is the advertisement information about advertisement of the object (See Col. 
8 lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-23). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Kikinis modified with Walker teaches wherein the relevant 
information is the auction information about auction of the object, and the method 



Application/Control Number: 09/883,238 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

further comprising the steps of: receiving purchase values of the object to be auctioned 
from said receiving unit (See Walker Col. 4 lines 22-28, Col. 6 lines 57-67); and 
transmitting the highest value among the received purchase values (See Walker Col. 4 
lines 22-28, Col. 6 lines 57-67). 

12. Regarding claim 5, Kikinis modified with Walker teaches the method further 
comprising the steps of: deciding the listener transmitting the highest price as a 
successful bidder of the object when broadcasting of the program information is 
completed (See Walker Col. 4 lines 22-28, Col. 6 lines 57-67); and transmitting 
information about the successful bidder to the receiving unit (See Walker Col. 4 lines 
22-28, Col. 6 lines 57-67 The highest bidder would have to be notified). 

13. Regarding claim 6, claim 6 differs from claim 1 in that sponsor-recruiting 
information is generated and transmitted instead of sync information and relevant 
information. Relevant information and sponsor-recruiting information can both be 
interpreted as a URL. Thus, claim 6 is analyzed and rejected according to claim 1. 

14. Regarding claim 11, claim 11 is a computer-readable recording medium which 
stores a computer program contains instructions which when executed realizes the 
method of claim 1. Since Kikinis teaches where his system is implemented by 
computerized control circuitry (See Col. 3 lines 33-53), claim 11 is rejected according to 
claim 1. 

15. Regarding claim 12, claim 12 is a computer-readable recording medium which 
stores a computer program contains instructions which when executed realizes the 
method of claim 6. Since Kikinis teaches where his system is implemented by 
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computerized control circuitry (See Col. 3 lines 33-53), claim 12 is rejected according to 
claim 6. 

16. Regarding claims 13 and 14, claims 13 and 14 are apparatus claims 
corresponding to the methods of claims 1 and 6, respectively. Thus claims 13 and 14 
are analyzed and rejected with respect to claims 1 and 6. 

17. Regarding claims 17 and 18, claims 17 and 18 are computer readable medium 
claims corresponding with limitations meet by the methods of claims 1 and 6, 
respectively. Thus claims 17 and 18 are analyzed and rejected with respect to claims 1 
and 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kikinis. 

19. Regarding claim 8, Kikinis teaches a method of receiving programs, broadcast by 
a broadcasting unit, by a receiving unit of a listener, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving the program information about a program to be broadcast from the 
broadcasting unit and sponsor-recruiting information for recruiting a sponsor who pays 
for the cost of displaying an object displayed onto the display screen of the program 
(See Col. 8 lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-23 The sponsor recruiting information is the 
URL); storing the program information and sponsor-recruiting information (See Col. 8 
lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-23 The sponsor recruiting information is the URL); 
outputting the stored program information and sponsor-recruiting information (See Col. 

8 lines 44-67 and Col. 9 lines 1-23). Kikinis fails to disclose transmitting sponsor- 
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designating information to the broadcasting unit for designating that the owner of the 
receiving unit becomes the sponsor who pays for the cost of displaying the object to 
said broadcasting unit. Kikinis does disclose where his system is broad enough to 
implement common internet product purchasing functions (See Col. 8 lines 34-44 and 
Col. 11 lines 51-55). The limitation of transmitting sponsor-designating information is 
equivalent to transmitting a purchase confirmation to a user. The examiner takes 
Official Notice that transmitting a purchase confirmation to a user is well known in the 
art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Kikinis so that a user was sent a purchase 
confirmation information after the user made a purchase to allow the user to verify the 
transaction. 

20. Regarding claim 16, claim 16 is an apparatus claim corresponding to the 
methods of claim 8. Thus claim 16 is analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 8. 

Conclusion 

21. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

22. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 



extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:30. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

25. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JF 10-14-2005 




TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



